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2. About Foundation for Advancing Science and Technology
(FAST India)
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The Foundation for Advancing Science and Technology India (FAST India) is a non-
profit institution of excellence working to enable the transformation of India’s
science and technology ecosystem through research and policy, government

support, institutional strengthening, corporate sector engagement, and science
communication.

The India Science Festival is FAST India’s annual flagship event.
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India Science Festival (ISF), the flagship event of FAST India, is the largest non-
governmental celebration of science and technology in the country.

Goals and Objectives of ISF:

e |nspire and engage youth with the marvels of science and technology and
experience the joy of doing science. (Primary focus is on the youth, senior
school, undergraduate, postgraduate students who are considering or have
chosen science as a possible academic or career option)

e Close the gap between practitioners of science (scientists, science
institutions, industry) and the wider community, by curating a platform
for free flowing interactions.

e Conduct serious deliberations on how to make India a top 3 Science &
Technology Nation.
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5th Edition of the Festival: IISER Pune, 20-21 January 2024

ISF 2023

ISF 2022
ISF 2021
ISF 2020

Previous Editions of the ISF:

Hyderabad Public
School

Online

Online

lISER Pune
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Inauguration on 20th Jan 2024
Mr Atul Kirloskar, Ms Gauri Kirloskar, Dr K VijayRaghavan,
Mr Varun Aggarwal, Mr Ajay Mehta, Dr Sunil Bhagwat



INDIA 5. India Science Festival 2024 Key Stats
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The Industry Science
Leader 2024

The India The Big Science
Science Book Debate
Fellowship

The Science
Theatre

JC Bose Policy
Dialogues

The BoUnSc India
Show



INDIA 7.1. JC Bose Policy Dialogues

ISF 2024 witnessed six JC Bose Policy Dialogues
bringing together 30+ invited participants
representing world class leadership and expertise
from government, academia, and industry.

With topics ranging from India’s industrial R&D
and digital public goods to moonshots, ANRF,
and entrepreneurial university, these closed
door discussions were aimed at exploring, testing,
and developing actionable ideas for India, to be
translated to policy decisions across India’s
innovation ecosystem.
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INDIA 7.2. India Science Book Fellowship

Incentivising the science book publishing ecosystem in the country by encouraging Indians to
write more popular science books.
350+ applications | 5 fellowships awarded with monetary support of 5-10 Lakh

“EAST presents

" ctival 2024
: stival 20
lndia SCIEI"ICE Fsand the Endless Frontier

‘Turning Pages, Inspiring Minds’ panel discussion
with India Science Book fellows delved into the
importance of popular science literature in
nurturing a scientific temperament and curiosity
among Indian citizens.

i n
Towards Infinity: Mind, Machi

N PARTNERSHIP WITH

The exclusive mentoring session at ISF for India
Science Book fellows with seasoned authors and
publishers was aimed at helping the fellows
navigate the science book writing and publishing
landscape.
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Shri Kris Gopalakrishnan, Co-Founder of Infosys, was recognised as the Industry Science Leader 2024
and felicitated by Dr Raghunath Anant Mashelkar and Dr K VijayRaghavan for his contributions to
scientific research and application in India. His significant funding support and role in founding key

scientific institutions have notably advanced the quality of scientific research in the country.

The discussion among the trio emphasised India's potential, highlighting its vast populationandsstrong
education system. They advocated for connecting basic research with practical uses, underlining the
necessity of quality science for progress.
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INBIA 7.4. The Big Science Debate & The Science Theatre

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH Science Theatre: Superbugs: Preparing for

FAS the Next Pandemic HBCSE-TIFR &

Ramnarain Ruia College raised awareness

on antimicrobial resistance (AMR) and left

the audience chorusing the slogan ‘l am an
AMR warrior’.

. India S

Debate on Al is a threat to India’s social and economic
progress.

Dr TV Venkateswaran (Vigyan Prasar) and Prof Nisheeth
Srivastava (IIT Kanpur) argued — defending and opposing the
motion, respectively. Pre-debate, 40% audience voted Al is
not a threat, which increased to 67% post debate — concluding
with the audience considering Al NOT a threat to India’s
progress.




INDIA 7.5. The BoUnSc India Show

The Best of Unbounded Science - India
(BoUnSc India), was hosted by Rannvijay
Singh Singha, captivated over 2,000
attendees.

This segment serves as a confluence of
three science communication formats
representative of the three flagship
competitions of ISF: Talk Your Thesis,
Science in Focus, and Spin Your Science.

The dynamic fusion of live fun thesis talks,
science photography showcase, and sci-fi
storytelling at BoUnSc India embodies a
celebration of science in an entertaining
and engaging manner. This event not only
entertains but also aims to inspire the youth
to pursue careers in science.
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INDIA 8. Festival Attendees Response

060% 338% 95%

Attendees met with a Rated their festival experience 4 Attendees expressed a
scientists for the first time and above out of 5 heightened interest in Science
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72.5% 72.5% 925%

Speakers rated the festival Speakers would like to be Speakers found the audience

5outof5 part of the festival again and their questions engagaing
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Advertorials:

Economic Times, Pune Edition,

Friday, 19th January 2024

Sunday Times (Times of India),

Pune Edition, Sunday, 21st
January 2024

Print Media Coverage:

Over 45 articles in
publications including
Hindustan Times, Indian
Express, Dainik Bhaskar, and
Sakal, in English, Hindi, and
Marathi.

Online Coverage:
More than 40 articles online,

featured on APN News,
Pioneer Hindi, and Pune Pulse.
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{ INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE EDUCATION AND RESEARCH PUNE ¥

Efforts need to be scaled-up
country to pursue science as
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56 youth across
career: India Science Festi
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is taking various sfeps to m&m Swominathan, application today is based on
sclence, chiel sclentist at the design, The design of circults,  Young speak up
and research, the i World Health nisation cnlrs 3 ng o who partic-
on in pockets and offorts  (WHO); K Vijay Raghnvan, and jet engines is very critical ted in the panel discussion,
need to be scaled upinorderto former principal schentific and combined with certain lev-  “Role of young sclentists in
reach other nreas. and adviser to the rrment of els of facturing, allows  shapl saibd that they
encournge young mindsto  India; and Thomas Barlow of indusiries to scale  reed more support in Terms of
pursue science as a career, s Barlow participated up their design capabilities ! s the country
enthss asderted of the India Sek- i the panel diseussion that was muﬂmdmn Is seelng enormous in
enee Festival. The ffth edition  moderated by TV Venlaiteswa- A the designs which have huge  sclence and technology a
al the festival held atthe Indian  ran from Vignyan Bl Swi- - .‘{;l i value.  with new sectors and new
of Science Education  minathan sald that this Is an - J Canbhllu;lundlhmuu- opportuni Four
mﬂﬁ!ﬂ:nem exciting phase for sclence and  Youngsters and their family members visited the Ind hocalising thesm i st firo
cluded on Sunday. The two-day  technology in Indin for many ival nt SER, near Posh s woanmiii bring o buge d their
~which encourages sch-  reasons such ns s This way. science and technol-  views on the current situation
ence, wechnology and nnova- who want to enter  Swaminathan sald wome set up by the Industry, stu-— opy m huve wemendous  bnthe sector and what it
thom - was organised by the New of science, “There are top- The festival saw gearty 150 dents were g con- opp ities in india, In the  requires. The sclentists w
Delhi-based Foundation for o8 young peophe can work on.  scientists fiom ncross the workd " upcomibng years, Rsghavan said.  participated in the panel discus-
Advancing Science and Tech-  What we need is ! b ms MIT, E\'W Raghasan sald, “The Thvomnas Barlow sald, De-bu- sbon included Vineet
nobogy (FAST [ndia). The festi- O of problems we are facing  Harvard, 11S¢, IT, ALIMS and are d d MIT LSA: Ablinaya Sampath,
val witnessed & variety of  now s climaie this 1 * work to mﬁ:ﬂnﬂnw&n nology is essential for future 1T Gandhinagar;
events, tncluding keynote chnnot be handled by one small — the students. At more than 20 o cl change, loss of lodl- mmwmuwﬂﬂa‘: HBCSE TIFR: and Kaneenikn
mmmh. tewn with one little solution”  interactive stalls, inclu denand for sustain- - this direction. Here in In Sinha, [ESER Pune.

W
wnrrrEE e s nra W, s
mm:lgsﬂlrmn.i.i.m
A,

N TR CWEN R O T el
firges fowmn oy sinbn vy v W mpEw e
fmue o) smifie VR e s i B,
T e g i e AL gy i veh ey

1§
i

Fi3dg)

hite 8
LEES -8 F:
3&55:{ii1

b

itz rhemrm

LS

waf st of, e

e,

= uimnt fouky e weed gt w4 o e el

ey wen wm oo, wifs sl atwes a8 el R onded

ERRERT WM SR W R eedes mie = aripedy e Sepeg

et e TaE Om e od g v ) ererSe sy e

W= dved) may) wes  chon e o Towren,  remood sl i
-

val |

hee

THECITY 5

City now forever home to India

RAVINA WARKAD
PUNE. JANUARY 20

THERFTH erlition of India Science

Fest kacked off at ISER Pune on

‘Sarturclay At the two-dayfest, 150
from universities such as MIT,
Harvard, IS¢ T, AIIMS aned [ISERs,
will explain their work to stu-
dents Atmon than 30interacthe

 Jeey driver, from the industrial
revolution in the West o the m-
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only 1.6%g of CO2 emitted and
uses ondy 6 litres of watey, So ik
not the matenal which is a prob-
lem. 5o the idea we are promot-
ing is of using one bag for a life
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Pune, now a home to India Science Fest

At more than 30 interactive stalls, students can learn about science concepts, including some set up by
the industry. The fest also has fun competitions in science photography, science fiction writing,
explaininge one's thesis to younger children, with prizes worth Rs 5 lakh.
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The India Science Festival
2024 will be held at Indian
Institute of Science and
‘Research (IISER), Pune, on
January 20-21, 2024. It will
‘be organized by the Foun-
‘dation for Advancing Scien-
‘ce and Technology (FAST).

'ISF provides a platform for

‘celebrating the essence of
‘science. The inaugural ISF
‘was hosted by IISER Pune in

12020 as well.

10. Extensive Media Coverage (3/3)
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INeia 17, Engagement for all : Exhibits, Workshops, and Shows (1/2)
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GMRT Antenna Model by ¥ Ny A Capella Scien
W h D P pella Science
NCRA Pune atershgiyiby David Pyice performance by Tim Blais
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‘N84 11. Engagement for all : Exhibits, Workshops, and Shows (2/2)

Graffiti Art by Rukhmabai Mind Mela by NIMHANS,
Initiatives Bangalore

Tejas Prototype Demonstration: Understanding : ne )
Math through Rhythm SciComm ThinkLabs
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INDIA 12. Eminent Speakers at Festival (1/2)

Through the years, ISF has featured a diverse and stellar line up of world class speakers -
scientists, researchers, journalists, entrepreneurs, writers, artists, historians from MIT,
Oxford, Harvard Stanford, AIIMS, University of Tokyo, IISERs, Ashoka University, lISc, lITs

Dr Soumya Swaminathan
Former Chief Scientist, WHO
Public Health

Prof Annapurni Subramaniam
Indian Institute of Astrophysics

Astrophysics

and many more!

Prof K. VijayRaghavan
Former PSA to the Government of India
Development Genetics

Anita Mani
Author
Author, Wildlife Biology

Prof Takashi Ikegami,
University of Tokyo
Artificial Life

Prof Somak Raychaudhury
Ashoka University
Astrophysics
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INDIA 12. Eminent Speakers at Festival (2/2)

Through the years, ISF has featured a diverse and stellar line up of world class speakers -
scientists, researchers, journalists, entrepreneurs, writers, artists, historians from MIT,
Oxford, Harvard Stanford, AIIMS, University of Tokyo, IISERs, Ashoka University, lISc, IITs
and many more!

Prof Narender Ramnani Prof Lavanya Marla Dr Thomas Barlow
Royal Holloway, Uni of London University of Illinoi - Urbana Champaign Barlow Advisory
Behavioural Neuroscience Industrial Engineering Science Policy

T
¢ W

RIS

Dr Nandini Chatterjee Singh Prof Siddharth Garg Dr CharruMalhotra
UNESCO MGIEP NYU Indian Institute of Public
Cognitive Neuroscience ML, Al, Cybersecurity Administration

Responsible Al
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INDIA 14. Gratitude for Invaluable Contribution:
Organising Team and Support

Organising Team
Varun Aggarwal (Co-Founder, FAST India)
Anjana Seshadri Ayushee Thukral Prabhakar Jha Shriya Naidu
Ankita Singh Charu Seth Rahul Nayar Umang Rana
Arpita Kumari Harleen Kaur Sanchita Joshi Utsav Thapliyal
Avinash Koli Kaustubh Misra Sarah Igbal Vibodh Nautiyal
Operational Support
Abhilash R Olekar Jasmeet Sethi Monojoy Banerjee Shubham Singh
Abhishek Unnam Jitesh Bhasin Shailendra Nath Jha Stuti Chaturvedi
Arohi Srivastava Micky Dahiya Shreyas Shinde Vishal Thukral

Science Communication Support

Anusheela Chatterjee Neha Kumari Shruti Sundaresan Srushti Chipde
Debdutta Paul Parshati Patel Sindhuri Upadrasta Suchitha Champak
Janet Orlene Sayantan Datta Siuli Mitra Varuni P
Manasvi CM
Event Management Support
Afzal Khalil
Design

Giftkari
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> & 14. Gratitude for Invaluable Contribution:
Organising Team and Support
Volunteers
Abhishek A P Manav Sree Kumar Shravani Jitendra Joshi

Aditi Sudhir Chaple
Aditya Vinchurkar
Akshay Chauhan
Antony Kiran K David

Anubhuti Anushree
Atharva Divekar
Bhavik Majgaonkar
Devika Vaidya
Dhrumil Agrawal

Gaurav Patel
Geethika Jagupalli
Govind Yadav

Jay Mestry
Jidnyasa Gharat

Kaustubh Javkar
Khushi Purohit
Kumar Gaurav
Mahakal Om Ramdas
Malavika S

Manish Lakhwani
Nived A P

Parth Uday Sarda
Pranjal Vishwakarma

Prathamesh Pundalik Shetgaonkar
Priyanka Vijay Sonar

Purvi Nandkishor Lohana

Radhey Rahul Saykar

Radhika Nitin Pandit

Rajesh Sunil Sonnakula
Rajvardhan Mangesh Mane
Rohaneshwar. M

Rohith CS

Rutvik Appasaheb Ekshinge

Sakshi Kumari

Sakshi Shital Pimpale

Sandesh Satyawan Kashid Patil
Sayantan Jash

Sonal Rajaram Kather

Shreya Mehra
Shrikrishana Naikwade
Shruti Gupta

Sneha Prashant Bhonsle

Subhash Ranjan Choudhary
Sumit Singh

Swapnil Dhananjay Patil
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